
July 28, 2019      
Read 1 Peter 3:8-22 
Have you ever been tempted to just lie low as a Christian? Not to let your light 
shine for Jesus. Have you ever been tempted as a Christian to just blend in and 
be just like everyone else? Have you ever been tempted to stay safe in the 
Christian cocoon? To fellowship only with Christians. To hide in the bubble and 
not risk associating with folks that are outside the bubble. It’s safe, it’s holy, it’s 
encouraging and besides you don’t have to answer questions or have any 
pressure placed upon you from those in the world. Share your experiences with 
the group. 

Read 1 Peter 1:3 and 1 Peter 3:15 - According to Peter, how should we walk as 
Christians? What place should Jesus be in our lives? What kind of “hope” is 
Peter talking about in this passage? 

Why do you think Peter uses the word “hope”? Why doesn’t he say, “the reason 
for the faith that you have” or “the love that you have”? Why hope? What does 
hope give you? In a world where there is little hope, what do you think people will 
say when they see that hope in us? 

When they ask questions about our “hope”, what does Peter say we need to be 
prepared to do? (1 Peter 3:15) 

We shouldn’t just say what we believe, we need to say why we believe it! God is 
calling us not only to present to people the truth about Jesus, he’s urging us 
to persuade people with the truth about Jesus. In other words, Peter is talking 
about engaging people in a way that treats them as humans, made in God’s 
image, that listens to their questions and concerns, that hears their passions and 
longings and heartaches and that connects them to the life-giving hope of Jesus 
Christ.                                                                                                                  
How we answer shows that we care.   
Look at 1 Peter 3:15 again, “But do it with gentleness and respect.”          
Knowing this, how will you present yourself to the world this week? 
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